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right arm, followed by same condition in the left, spastic paralysis of lower 
extremities, involvement of sphincters, absence of pain, and, finally, deatji 
by bulbar paralysis. Postmortem: Brain and meninges normal. Attached 
to the spinal dura mater, on the right side, and a little posteriorly, about a 
quarter of an inch below the foramen magnum, was a growth the size of a 
shelled walnut. It was irregularly bossed, and attached to the dura by a 
narrow pedicle, and lay free in the subarachnoid space. It protruded 
through the foramen magnum one half inch, lying behind and to the right 
of the cord, which it compressed in the region of the first and second cervi¬ 
cal segments. Cord here somewhat softened. A horizontal section close 
below the foramen magnum bisected the growth, leaving the lower frag¬ 
ment attached a quarter of an inch below to the dura mater, and the upper 
by a fine filament, to the medulla. Cord not invaded by growth, and, be¬ 
yond softening in region of growth, microscopically normal, section of 
growth showed it to be a sarcoma, round celled variety. Nerve cells, all 
regions of spinal cord normal (Nissl method). Few scattered degenerated 
fibers in the ventrolateral white columns, especially ventral portion (Marchi 
method). Nearly whole medulla exhibited extensive fiber degeneration, 
probably due to pressure. Both inferior cerebellar peduncles showed well 
marked degeneration, affecting one-third of fibers, due to pressure on direct 
cerebellar tracts and external arcuate fibers. Pyramidal tracts slightly in¬ 
volved. Degeneration up into pons, limited to region of mesial fillet. 

J. E. Clark, New York. 

Arterio-Sclerosis as a Cause of Nervous Disease. M. Allen Starr 

(Medical Record, July 4, 1903). 

A careful study of two hundred consecutive cases of apoplexy in private 
practice has shown that in 80 per cent of these cases there have been dis¬ 
tinct prodromata of the apoplectic attack. There were various symptoms 
which have usually been regarded as neurasthenic, pointing to a disturb¬ 
ance of function in the brain, chiefly in the cortical activity. Dulness and 
hebetude, difficulty of clear thinking or of remembering events of recent 
occurrence, or a general sense of perplexity. Others complain of a tem¬ 
porary sensation of numbness in one limb or one side of the body, or pains, 
or visual or auditory symptoms. Such symptoms are to be traced to mal¬ 
nutrition of the neurones, resulting from arterial disease. The writer ad¬ 
vises thorough investigation of the condition of the blood vessels,_ espe¬ 
cially the heart, and tension of the arteries, and when the condition of 
arterial sclerosis is recognized, appropriate treatment will make much of 
the so-called neurasthenia of middle age disappear. 

The majority of the diseases of the spinal cord are equally traceable to 
disease in the vessel wall. Anterior poliomyelitis, bulbar paralysis, and 
ophthalmoplegia, when not distinctly infectious, are due to rupture or 
thrombosis of some branch of the anterior spinal artery supplying the 
anterior gray horns of the spinal cord. Myelitis, whether disseminated or 
transverse, if not due to infection, is due to a rupture of a blood vessel 
which has suffered from disease. Spastic paralysis, commonly known as 
Erb’s syphilitic paraplegia, is now recognized as due to malnutrition of the 
dorsal region of the spinal cord, with consequent descending degeneration 
of the lateral columns. The cause of the malnutrition is syphilitic endar¬ 
teritis obliterating the spinal blood vessels. Senile paraplegia, in which a 
gradually advancing weakness culminates in a slowly progressive paralysis 
of the legs, with imperfect control of the rectum, is due to obliteration of 
the blood vessels, to the thickening of their walls, and to a consequent mal¬ 
nutrition of their parts. Combined sclerosis is due to the same cause. 
Disease of the peripheral nerves is occasionally due to endarteritis of the 
small vessels. The various forms of neurasthenia and neuralgia are fre- 
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quently due to the same cause. Treatment by iodide of potassium is fre¬ 
quently indicated for a time in high tension pulse. The writer believes thy¬ 
roid extract is of use in some cases of temporary high tension pulse, and 
has noted especial results in cases of migraine, where the tension is usually 
high. W. B. Noyes, New York. 

Meningitis Without Anatomical Lesions. J. Birnbaum (Miinchener 

medicinische Wochenschrift, July 21, 1903). 

It occasionally happens that patients die very suddenly with all the 
symptoms of a severe meningitis and yet only a slight exudate and perhaps, 
a moderate degree of swelling and hyperemia of the brain is found post 
mortem. The history of the case reported by the author is unique in that 
the patient was ill for fifteen weeks, and that absolutely nothing was found 
post mortem in the meninges. Bacteriological examination, however, re¬ 
vealed the presence of a meningococcus, and the cerebrospinal fluid with¬ 
drawn during life showed a slight coagulum. The case was looked upon as 
one of meningeal sepsis without anatomical lesion. The cause was probably 
infection from a gum-boil which had been incised with extraction of the 
diseased tooth, two days before the acute onset of the illness. 

Jelliffe. 

Proceedings of the Annual Session of the German Association for 

Psychiatry, at Jena, April 20, 21, 1903. 

The following critical summaries and papers were read and discussed. 
A critical summary upon the employment of isolation in the treatment of 
cases of mental disease, by Mercklin; papers upon the anatomical cortical 
region, by Vogt; upon the cytohistological localization of the human cortex, 
by Brodmann. A second critical summary upon the pronouncement of the 
Prussian Minister of Justice on the 9th of October, 1902, concerning the 
conduct of experts in the determination of irresponsibility, was read by 
Thomsen. A report upon the activity of the statistical commission named 
in the past year, was read by Hoche and Aschaffenburg, and a paper on the 
contribution to the knowledge of cretinism was read by Weygandt. Wol- 
lenberg demonstrated preparations of brain tumors. Liepmann read a 
paper upon the course of ideas. The third critical summary upon the idea 
and the significance of dementia, was read by Tucsek. Papers were read 
upon the construction of a sanitarium for nervous patients at the public 
expense, in Rasenmuhle, in Gottingen, by Cramer on the experimental 
studies with reference to the pathogenesis of acute psychosis, by Berger; 
upon the significance of special medication in the treatment of imbeciles, 
by Lacqer, and Binswanger demonstrated three cases of postsyphilitic de¬ 
mentia. Joseph Sailer, Philadelphia. 

Tabes and the Marital Relation. A. Pitres (Journal de Medecin de 

Bordeaux, July 12, 1903). " 

The author here presents a statistical article based on a study of 240 
tabetics and dealing with the influence of tabes upon fecundity and the 
health of the offspring in marriages in which one parent was afflicted with 
locomotor ataxia. The 31 celibates of this number are dismissed by the 
author without comment. The issue of the remaining 209 amounted to 483 
children; of whom 197 were still-born or died in the early months, and 286 
survived; making an average of 2,31 births to each couple, with but 1.36 liv¬ 
ing children. Carrying the analysis further, the author states that of the 
209 marriages, 42, or 20 per cent, were absolutely sterile, 32, or 15 per cent, 
resulted in still-births or death shortly after birth; while in the remaining 
135, or 60 per cent, there were living children in the relatively high propor¬ 
tion of 2.11 per family. The high mortality seen in the offspring of tabetics. 



